




































Our mult iple regression equatio n explained 44% of he variance in incre:1se of retail trade, as 

mcasun:J by th<.: in the Pull- Factor between 1980 and 1987. It was significantly positively 

associated with Jegree ol ruralness (the Ueak code) . In rural couHties lit Kansas, there was a 

leveling of retail trade differences between 1980 and 1987. The presence of roads, wealth and 

willingness to pay for roads were all unrelated to change in the Pull- Factor. 

Our analysis with other independent variables indicated that rural road milage per capita 

relates negatively to trade change, suggesting that availability of roads in mral Kansas does take 

away sales dollars from the community, as we discussed. It also has similar impact on migration 

and per capita income change. An alternative explanation is that the most rural counties had the 

highest level of rural roads per capita. Thus rural roads per capita is a proxy measure for degree 

of ruralness, as indicated by its .58 correlation with the Beale code. highways were found to 

experience positive change in the dependent variables. 

In the past, such measures have been highly intercorrelated because people lived and worked 

and shopped in the same community. In mral Kansas, this does not appear to be the case. 

Measured by zero order Pearson correlations, we found that the three different kinds of indicators 

of development were not significantly related to each other. in Table 1) . 

To conclude, the presence of an interstate or four-lane highway in a county is unrelated to 

economic development for Kansas as a whole and in non-metropolitan Kansas, as measured in a 

variety of ways . County wealth and willingness to pay for highways were negatively related to each 

other, suggesting that it is not the \Vealthiest non-metropolitan counties that invest themselves, but 

those counties more committed to bring about local change. Net migration, which indicates 

conscious decision about where to locate, was related to the willingness to invest variable. This key 

fimli.ng relating self-investment with positive dcvdopment changes at the local level is supported 

by current research at Kansas State University on community self-development and case study 

research on non-metropolitan Kansas counties. 

\Ve find no evidence that residents of towns most served by interstate highways are better off 

economically as a result. The presence of four lane and interstate highways are not related to 

development in Kansas under the radical restructuring of U.S . economy represented by the decade 

of 1980s. This study suggests that attention to investments in infrastructure that positively effects 
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the quality of life of current residents, rather than tho se aimed at attracting new enterprises, 

co ntribute most to community development. 
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